Great Pockets:

THE CARLSBAD HALITE CAVES
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Enormous, golden halite cubes to more than a meter
on edge, and large colotless sylvite crystals are
remarkable enough. But this incredible discovery from
the 1960’s may still exist underground, preserved intact
but hidden from outsiders.

INTRODUCTION

[ was a young Mining Engineer in 1964, working for U.S. Borax
at the Boron Open Pit in Boron, California. U.S. Borax also owned
a large potash mine east of Carlsbad, New Mexico. They had need
of a mining engineer, and as the mine was nearly played out it was
hard to find a short-term outsider. Consequently, I was transferred
to Carlsbad for fifteen months in 1964—65.

Collecting was in my blood, but Carlsbad was not a crystal
collector’s heaven. I did manage to find a partially caved, once
flooded section of the mine with secondary halite and sylvite on
red potash ore. Collecting this helped to preserve my sanity. But it
was not quite enough for me, so I began asking if crystals were ever
found in the other mines of the district.

Rumors finally reached me of a natural halite pocket in the
adjacent Potash Corporation of America (PCA) mine. I tracked this
down to a delightful individual, Mr. Armando Perrini. Mr. Perrini
was the General Mine Foreman for PCA. After several visits to his
home, I was rewarded with this tale, several color pictures taken of
the crystal cave, and a fine, golden, 12-cm halite cube.

Unfortunately, I was never able to finagle a trip into the pocket.
The PCA people said the section was caving, and it was too Figure 1. Location map.
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